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Mr. Stewart's style is correct and flowing, without picturesqueness 
or graphic force. It describes, but does not paint. In taste it is 
unexceptionable, yet it lacks the quality which makes narratives of 
travel fascinating. The poetical quotations are not always in place, 
and the conversation introduced is sometimes too professional. 



8. — A Physician's Vacation; or a Summer in Europe. By Wal- 
ter Channing. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1856. 12mo. 
pp. 564. 

This is, in several respects, a remarkable book of travels. Covering 
only four months of time, it goes over ground that would have been to 
most travellers a year's journey. Avoiding many of the common 
topics of tourists, it is redundant in its details, and contains information 
on an amazing variety of themes. Though there are constant digres- 
sions and disquisitions, the narrative is interesting from beginning to 
end. The style and the views are alike original. There are no criti- 
cisms borrowed from guide-books, and no second-hand observations ; 
but the author is responsible for all the opinions, as he is for the spirited 
and peculiar rhetoric. He is not trammelled by any artificial rules. 
He says just what he thinks, and in the way that comes most nat- 
ural. The result is a book which would distress Blair and Murray, 
but which amuses and instructs a reader far more than most " Travels." 

Dr. Channing visited England, travelled in Denmark, Russia, Ger- 
many, France, and Spain, and finished his tour by a few days in Scot- 
land. He did not, in these countries, " see everything," but what he 
saw, he saw accurately, and to some profit. The manners, dress, cus- 
toms, condition of the common people, the houses, the markets, the 
roads, the public conveyances, the sanitary and police arrangements, 
hospitals, hotels, the tillage and trade, the most striking features of the 
landscape, — these common things he describes with a fidelity and an 
enthusiasm which are very charming. His pictures are all off-hand 
sketches, but they are reliable. 

We are obliged, however, to mention and to regret that a book so 
fresh and honest, and so full of useful matter, was not revised with 
due care before publication. We cannot believe that a learned Profes- 
sor is willing to have such a jerking, broken, and fantastic rhetoric pass 
as a specimen of good English style. It is barely tolerable in familiar 
private letters ; but it gives to a published book rather too strong a fla- 
vor of gossip, and has a slight hint of defiance to public opinion and 
taste. Not to mention graver faults, the carelessness in the use of com- 
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mon words is very annoying. Why, for instance, should " St. Gott- 
hard " be repeatedly written " St. Goatherd," and " Styria" be changed 
to " Stiria," and "gesticulation " to "jesticulation," and "monstrous" to 
" mounstrous," and " Alexandrine " to " Alexandrian " ? Such blun- 
ders are more than slips of th ; compositor. "Why write the Orleans 
palace " Palais Royale," oblivious of gender, and the civic palace of 
Paris " Hotel D' Ville," oblivious of proper elision ? Why call St. 
Giles of Germany " St. Gilden," instead of " St. Gilgen," — the name 
by which all know him ? This carelessness of style leads sometimes to 
obscurity of statement. When it is said, " Breakfast was for seven," 
was it meant for seven persons, or at seven o'clock? And it causes 
frequent repetitions of the same statement. We are told the same 
thing two or three times over, and almost in the same words. Some- 
times the mistakes, though trifling, are extraordinary, as where the 
Dresden Madonna of Eaphael is said to be "Jive hundred years " old ; 
and the "Meerschaum " " a great heavy thing," to be the universal pipe 
of Germany ; and Ravenna to have been encroached upon by the 
<' Mediterranean." These slight defects might easily have been remedied 
by a proper supervision. Some portions of the book, indeed, seem to 
have been especially prepared for it, and not to have belonged to the 
original journal. The dissertations upon American affairs are very 
well written. 

But it is ungracious to find fault with what is so sincere, and has 
given us so much pleasure. This fruit of a short summer vacation is 
not on the whole unworthy of the long and honorable professional fame 
of its author. 



9. — The History of Manchester, formerly Derryfield, in New Hamp- 
shire, including that of Ancient Amosheag, or the Middle Merrimack 
Valley. By C. E. Potter, President of the New Hampshire His- 
torical Society. Manchester : C. E. Potter. 1856. pp.764. 

The volume before us is one of extraordinary interest. Although 
not faultless in a literary aspect, yet the scope of the work is so broad, 
and the research so extensive, that we have read the whole with un- 
usual satisfaction. The growth of that new city of the Merrimack 
at the Amoskeag Falls has been so rapid, ll at the main body of the 
history has been devoted to the old town of Derryfield, and to the 
great Indian settlement, where Passaconnaway lived and John Eliot 
preached. Judge Potter has begun, not, Knickerbocker-like, with the 
creation of the world, but only back at the year 1000, with the North- 



